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T WAS the day before Christmas an Oregon
Christmas It had rained imstliy at dawn Jmt at
10 oclock the clouds had parted and moved away
reluctantly There was a blue and darning sky

overhead The raindrops still sparkled on the Vin-

dovs and on the green and the last rosesanC
hrypanihomums hung their beautiful heads heavily
l heath them but there was to be no more rain Ore
son Citys mid harom ler the Fall of the W-

lamette was declaring to lei people by her oftened
roar that the morrow was to be fair

Mrs Orville PahWr wafc in the large kitchen mak
ing preparations for the Christmas JlnasJV She a
n picture of dainty lovcline r to a ghtgham
dress made with a full skirt and a shirred wafat and
big A white apron was lied neatly
waist Her husband came in and paused to put his
arm around her and kiss her 4Jae W4M aeme

thing 011 the stove holding her dress aside with one
hand t fi

Its join to be a fine Christmas Kmarl
sLhed unconaelously There wsja jf

look on his face
Beautiful said Emarine Vivaciously Oote

downtown Orvlllo
Yes Want UTiythinrr jt

Why the cranberries alt come yet Pta W ud
racy about em Tbd ought to a eB at Wfl kxpg
ngo I like em cooked down an strained to a Jell I
dont sef what ella them grocrymen Shut think they
rud get around some time before doomsday Then I
vunt h ro youd best set it down

She took a pencil and a slip of parer from ashelf
over the table and them to him

Now let ire see She commenced stlrrine again
with two little wrinkles between her brows A haf

pound o citron a haf a pound o candied peel two

tunned Orville a pound o em give you-
r nie that aint all a box o Horther Spy P
flee a haf a duaen lemons four bits worth o wal-
nuts or anionds whichevers freshest pint o B g t
sound oysters for the dressln an a bunch o celery
You stop by an see about the turkey Orville I
wish youd run in s you go by mothers an tell her
i o come up as soon as she can Shed ought to be lIeN
7OV

Her husband smiled as he finished the list Youre
ii wonderful housekeeper Emarine he said Then his
face grew grave Got a present for your mother yet
martne

Oh yes long ago I got her a black shawl down f
harmans Shes ben wantin one

lit

I
fa ira

r

bet

1

old J
1J

r

gave

vends o two pounds o em
suetmake

It

sleeves

a

hd

area

w

f

I cur nte rsW i

sing

slur

>
¬

¬

>

He shuffled his feet about a little Uhhuh You

fer fer my mother have you Emarlne T
No she replied with cold distinctness I aint

There was a silence Emarine stirred hnskly The
lines arw deeper between her brows fTwo red spots

t came Into her cheeks I hope the rant the
chrysanthemums she said then wtt flair f

herself of a disagreeable subject
Orville made no answer He moviad his ieet again

uneasily Presently he said M expect my
a Mack shawl too Seemed ttt me n looked

oruty et church Sundry Notice ft Smartae
No said Emarine
Seemed tome she rfUJ to took rfal old

Emarine his voles broke he Cane nearer
itll be the first Christina dtaifer I ever eat without

my another
She drew back and looked At him He knew the

look that flashed into her eyes and shrank from It
You dont have to eat thisn without her Orville

t Parser You go an eat your dinner with yOur Other
f you want I can get along alone Are you goto

them things If yore Just say so an Ill
gaaa do f myself

put on hIS and wan wttheu
B Palmer took the saucepan from the and

eet t oil the heartts ghea uha uat n
bats the petal of her hand and steadily

window Her eyes held a fa ed look She
a picture but itwas not the picture of the blue

reaches of sky sad the valley deft tt
blue river She saw a kitchen shabby compared to
her own scantily furnished and in It an old white
haired woman sitting down to Christmas din-
ner alone After a while with an impatient
stab

Well I cant help she exclaimed If I
down to her this time Id have to do t aCID She

might Just a well pat WIt to t first as last I wish
she hadnt got to lookin so old fen pitiful though a
settm there la front o us to church Sunday after
Sunday The corde stand out In her lUre well
rope an her chin keeps aqnivrin so I can see

awatchln her
The door opened suddenly and her mother entered

She was bristling with curiosity
Say Emarine She lowered her voice aJtaoairh

there was no one to hear Where 4 yftu Pea the
undertakers agoin up by here Have you heard of
anybody-

No said Eniarine Did Orville atop by an tell
you to hurry up

Yes Whats the matter of Mm Is he tek
Not as I know of Why
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ON PRE THE GENIAL IDIOT By John
SENTIMENTS Kendrick Bangs

i e

a

R IDIOT said Mr Peda og the a wr
morning as the 0seat9 gathered at be
breakfast tabtt d yttt aeUere yjf-

i sentiments-
it all depends upon the presentiment the

Idiot Sometimes I believe they are t isistfnatlve-

proi hecKs of a peculiarly receptive to exterior
inipresFioos Sometimes I think they are mere fakes
When n gM fall npstaini and iamrifljsUly Has a pry
Kentim nfi that she wont married twit year nbie-

ases out of ten it Isnt so mock anperstitton that 1m

i ls her to that belief as a sad realiaatian that she
hasnt any non her grip and there isnt anything
in it If a non te up In a balloon 10000 feet above the
earth and the bursts and he has a presentiment-
on his way back that something is going to happen-
to him when h lands Im inclined to think there is
something in it And so it goes There are presenti-
ments uid presentlnieiits Do you happen to be

anything of the sort this morning-
In way yes aId Mr Pciagog with a slighf

shiver For several days now in fact eer since
ThankMivine I hart been worried by a vague

4 preli that something I Roing to happen to
tae 1 know precisely what the thing but
nornehv or other when Im walking in tnf street
there i a feeling of me that a sign
is going to be blown off a building and on my
head something of that sort

cried idiot Well you want
to get rid of it right away Mr Pedagog for It is
one of the most dangerous presentiments a man can
nave

It likely to come true then eniulred the
schoolmaster anxiously

No indeed sad the Idiot Thats the queer
thing about that si iial presentiment It never comes
true itself but in spite of that it is a most j eriloun
apprehension in Its general effect upon the VIctim I
had a friend once who suffered from it and the things
n went through because of It U TO enough to kill any

ordinary man Fortunately h was constitutionally
a giAnt and he survived but until he got the present-
Iment under rontr l his life wasnt worth five

purchase
Y u interest tno hugely saM Mr P 1aRo c un-

easily Would j u mind outlining your friends case
for my benefit

Certainly no raid the Idiot Only too glad
to because it may h lp you of your own predicament
The chaps Dam was Swallerbox He was a New
Englander by birth md ramp of mighty sturdy stock
When he was in VUKC liP played center on var
Pity von and numh r three in the orew I
tell u that to give you ui wf tue j aysitte
and explain how In spite of all that happened to
him survives to this day After hell
Blot kgrec ho became a book agent Glad Mid
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Worlds Deepest Thought in one volume in the west
for two years after which he came to New York
and became a member of the Curb egchango on Wall
street Everything went well with him until three
years ago when he was suddenly seised with this
awful feeling that on his way to business some

a sign would be blown off a building would fall
on his head and knock him out Try as he would he
couldnt rid himself of that apprehension and when
he went to bed at night he utmost afraid t so
to sleep for the obsession was SO strong be dreamed
the thing was happening all the tints Tommy Wig-
gins one of his classmates with him at that
time and he told me It was awful the way waller
box yelled in his sleep and jumped out o bid at all
baUD of the night to escape the slims ne thought
were falling on him

Your description Is terribly graphic cried Mr
Pedagog breathlessly I have alt those symptoms
Only last night while asleep on ne divan nt my den
to get away from a great glided sign bearing the
legend Minsesheibmer Jones Undertakers that-
I thought was falling upon me t leaped from the
couch and landed sprawling work table up-
setting the ink and mucilage pots upon a series of
mathematical drawings it had taken me two weeks
to make

Thats sure proof that youve got a bad case of
It said the Idiot And Im sure the story of Swal
lerboxs experience will profit you He got so he
didnt dare walk on the sidewalk taking Instead the
middle of the street Well you know what that
means The first thing that Swallerbox knew he was
knocked out by a trolley car and enjoyed a period
01 threw weeks In the hospital While looking for fly-
ing signs he had forgotten all about the flying Jug-
gernaut with the result that when everything was
cleaned up he was minus two did had a dent in
the back of his head big enough to hoid a walnut Of
course he made money by the ptaode because the
railroad people paid him 91609 for his toes and al-
lowed him 1500 extra for the dent and he drew 50
a week from the Accident Insurance companies for
the time he was laid up but as he put it afterwards
money Isnt everything He told me hed rather live In
the lap of woe for a year than limp about for a min
ute with a pocket full of money and no toes to speak-
of Swallerbox had been a divine dancer you know
and theloas of his toes gave him a lurch that spoiled
him for the twostep and It made him sensitive The
Boston Dip is the only dance I ran flo h walled sand
that gone out everywhere except in Boston and I
dont know enouern to live there-

I cannot sympathize with an empty mind said
the Bibliomaniac who had never darned

Nobody asked you to said the Idiot Its the
empty shoe were talking about But Swallerbox
learned his lesson Presentiment or no presentiment-
there he was The pedestrian must walk on the ride
walk whatever his premonitions or take the

It hadnt bet rammed borne toTOrallerbox
that the sidewalks belonged to walkers and the streets
fr the trolley companies until he had Ban tba argu
raentum ad hominem presented to him with a bone
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He looks a Ob I wonsWr It We ODe o the
children where the ontfemlifeFs agoin Theyve

all got the quinsy sore throat
How does he look I don see he looks ao tum-

ble
Why Emartne Bernter Evrylwayin town says

he looks so I only hope they don know what ails
himWhat does all him cried out Eanerlne fiercely
What are you hintta at

Welt If you dont know what ails him youd ought-
to so Ill tell you Hes Inches aenee
you turned hta mother out o

Emarine turned pate Sheet HghbMng played in her
eyes

Ob youd ought to talk about my turnin
she bunt out furioutrty After jaonrasetUn ne e a
quarln with her In this very kitchen en egged n e-

on Want die coin to turn yaw of your own
daughters home Want taatfit I turned her out

w I only told Dr-
ther an

fer I didnt turn her a-
yiiie this bouse want higea-
mo an that neither o ns H4J uHtckle hrtrnV o hed
best take his dlbtce Youd tit taut

Well if I egged you on FM poriy fer t M Mrs
Endey solemnly Ever senes that fit e sins I
had a month a o re felt o did an noaccount
myself as if Id like to Jet all Jest rest I
dont spunk up like I to K h go to Peter

gawn right on MjlaMU I wonder it
aint old Qranma Eliot she k bo ec bag s eU no be
didnt turn that corner I eon think where hes go
In to

She sat down with a sigh at latent
A smile gleamed palely aero face and

was gone Maybe if youd I i upr n fate attic you
could see better she euggeeed dryly J

Oh Eniarine here cornea f d Eliot her-
self Run n open the deer er her Shes Homin
worse n usual

Emarine flew to the door Gjran4ma was one
of the few people she loved Site and moth-
erly She wore a black dress shawl and a funny
bonnet with a frill of white I ce around her brow
Kmarines faoe softened when she kissed her Im so
glad to see you she said and her voles was tender

Even Mrs Endeys face underwear a changes Usual-
ly it wore a look of doubt if not of positive suspicion
but now it fairly beamed She shook bands cordially
with the guest and led her to comfortable chair-

I know your rheumaUs H womej aId cheer
fully because youre llmpln so Oh AM you see the
undertaker go upby beer We cant tWnk where hes
goIn D you happen to know

No I dont an I dont want to neither Mrs Eliot
laughed comfortably Mi maW you dont ketch

with undertakers I have to She sat
down and removed her black cotton gloves Im get
tin to that age when I dont cssre much under
takers go to o longs they kH ma atone Plain fer
Christmas Emarine dear

Yes maam said Baiarhiehi let very gentlest
tone Her mother had neve set dear to her and
the sound of it on this old lips sweet

Wont you come an take dinner
The old lady laughed me rtJh m-

dearie me You guess my JOJfaArtfce could spare
newr do you Iapend ev CTartoiuarrthere My

sons wife Sidonie she nearly rune her teat off waitln
on me She cant do enough ira Endey
you dont know what a comfort a is
when you get old an feeble

Emarines face fawned red Sties went table
and stood with bait to tike order vHrnaen hurt her
mothers sharp eyes nsjan riit her ears grew
scarlet

I never wilt saW ItaSLttMf grhnly-
Touve got a goata lay though whos worth a

whole townful of mqat such a
good too Jest hfi nnXter couldnt

low ThaTsJesf O w y wltfci ma Part
gettin t t older an somet Tm reel
cross an sassy to her hut she Je 1 Isis ajt me an then
mines an kisses me an rm all right gain Its a
blessin right from God to have a davghstr inlaw like
that

The knife in Emarines hand slipped sad she ut
tered a little cry

Hurt you dem nd d her mother sternly
Emarine was silent and did not turn

Cut you IBmaaaine Why dont you me
Alghr-

A little stM Bmarme She pantry
and returned with a narrow atrhjrot muslin
which she wound around her finger

Well I newer see You never wttl learn way gump
tion Why dont look what youre about Now go
around Christmas with your finger all tied up

Oh thatll be all right by tomorrow said Mrs
Eliot cheerfully Wont it Bmarine Never cry over
spilt milk Mrs Endey it makes a body get wrinkles
too fleet O course Onrflles mothers eosin to take
dinner with you Enuuine

Dear me exclaimed Emarine in sudden flutter
I dont see why them cranberries dojit I told

Orville to up Id best the floatin
island while I wait
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breaking force So after he left the hospital although
his presentiment remained with him he walked like a
sensible man upon the sidewalk

Im iliad to hear you say that said Mr Pedagog-
I always do that for unlike Mr Swal

THE NEW OLD MOTHER
HUBBARD

Old Mother Hubbard she went to the cupboard
To fetch her pot dos a pone

Belt when she got there the cupboard only contained
remnant cold Shredded Cheap Break
fast Foed Olive Oil and

And ao the poor dog had f
t

She went to the bakers to buy him aase
bread

But when she came back it is unnecessary to state
after the preceding verse that

The poor dog lay dead

She went to the Joiners to buy him a coffin
Her next door neighbor a Christian Scientist

having heard her unnecessary lamentation in
the meantime had come in and seeing the poor
animal prone on the door read extracts to
hint from Mrs Eddys latest book on the influ
ene of mind over matter with the natural re
sult that

When she came back
The dog was alaughin

She went to the barbers to buy him a wig
But when she came back he having picked a

copy of The Cult of Beauty found
by massaging the muscles of the scalp of your
head for twenty minutes every two hours and-
a halt you will produce not eat a smile but
hair that wont come off in the exuberance of
his joyWas dancing a Jig

The dame made a courtesy
The dog made a bow

The dame said Your servant a term which this
faithful friend of inai hems a member of

trade unions took exception to as an obso-
lete term so after taking a brief resume of
his principles and convictions said having dwelt-
on the fact that though be had devoted nil the
hours of day which were not claimed by
his r st cure to a developyourmuscleeatles-
sbeautyforosallstrenuouslife he had been
still was and always would be a plain good
bra dog

could never hope to be the editor a ladles
paper er an aAveftlsement for any es com-
plexion soap with a sigh af profound relief and
happy resignation

The dog said Bowwo Arffal

your
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I stopped at OrvtlteK mothers aa I came atone
Emartne

How Kmarine turned in a startled way tram
the table-

I say I stopped at Orviiles mothers aa I came
alongOh

She well asked Mrs Bndey
No she aint Shakln like she had the St

dance Shes failed horribly lately Shed ben crying
Her eyes was all swelled up

There Was quite a silence Then Mrs Endey said
Whats she bea cryln about

Why when I asked her she Jest laded Mad of
an said Oh only tomtooUabaesc o

cause She said she always got to thrakin about other
Christmases But I cheered her up I told her what a
good time I always had at my sons an how Sidonie
Jest couldnt do enough for me An I told her to
think what a nice time shed have t Emarines To
morrow

Mrs Endey smiled What she say to that
She didnt say much I could see waa thank-

ful though she had a sons to go to She said she
pitied all poor wretches that had to set out their
Christmas alone Poor old lady she aint got much
spunk left Shes all broke down But I cheered her
up some Sech a wishful look took bolt o her when
I pictchered her dinner over here at Emarines I cant
seem to forget it Goodness I must rm on my
way to Sidonies an shell be comin after me if I
aint on time

When Eliot had gone limping down the path
Mrs Endey said You got your front room red up
Emarine

No I aint had time to red up anything
Well Ill do it Wheres your duster at
Behind the orgn You can get out the wax cross

again Mis Dillon was here with all her chlldern
an I had to hide up everything I never see chiMera
like here She lets em handle things ao

Endey went into the front room and began
to dust the organ She was something of a

and she wished to be alone tot a few minutes
You bave to manage Emarine by contrairies she

It did not occur to her that this was a fam-
ily trait Im orful sorry I ever egged her on to
turnin Orvilles mother out o doors but whod a
thought it ud break her down so She aint told a
soul either I reckoned shed talk somethln orful
about us but she aint told a soul Shes kep a stiff
upper lip an told folks she alays expected to live
alone when Orville got married Emarines all worked-
up I believe the Lord hhweif must a sent Granma
Eliot here to talk like an angel unawares I bet shed
go an ask Mis Partner over here to dinner if she
want afraid Id laff at her fer knncklln down Ill
have to aggravate her

She finished dusting and returned to the kitchen
wonder what Oranma Eliot ud say if she

youd turned Orvilles mother out Emarine
There was no reply Emarine was at the table mak-

ing tarts Her back was to her mothe-
rI didnt mean what I said about bean sorry I

egged you on Emarine Im glad you turned her out
Shed ort to be turned out

Emarine dropped a quivering ruby of jelly into a
golden ring of pastry and laid it carefully on a plate

Granma Eliot can go talkin about her daughter
inlaw Sidonle all she wants Emarine You keep a
stiff upper lip

I can tend to my own affairs sail Eniarine
fiercely

Well dont flare up so Here comes Orville Land
but he does look peakid

supper when her mother had gone home for
the night jBmarine put on and Her
husband was by the fireplace lookteg tbotignt
tally bed pf coals

out said TJIHItf iTOl MPJP tBr
lire up

Wily Emarine Dontyon rant I shnd
go along

No keep the lire up
He looked at her anxiously but lie knew from the

way she set her heels down would
be useless

Dont stay long he said in a tone of habitual
tenderness

He loved her passionately 4n spite of the lasting
hurt she had given him when she parted him from
his mother It was a hurt that had deeper than
even he realised It lay heavy on his heart day and
night It took the blue out the sky and the green
out of the grass and the gold out oC the sunlight It
took the exaltation and the rapture out of his tender
est moments of love He never reproached her he
never really blamed her certainly he never pitied
kivsself But he carried a heavy heart around with
him and his few smiles were Joyless things

For the trouble he blamed only himself He had
promised Emarine solemnly before he married her that
if there were any knuckling down to be done his
mother should be the one to do He had made
the promise deliberately and he could no more have
broken it than he could have changed the color of
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lerbox I have never yielded to my fears sufficiently
to try to them through greater dangers

Good said the Idiot Your case is not so ex
treme aa was that of Swallerbox which Is a point in
your favor Well Swallerbox came back to the side-
walk Experience had taught him that a premonition
was one thing but that the conscious seeking of dan-
ger was another As between signs and trolley cars
he had learned that the latter had been proved by
human experience t be Inevitably the more

whatever his nervous system prompted him to
avoid Bet now whenever he espied a sign he kept
his eye on it If it seemed rickety he turned aside
to avoid it but his caution proved his downfall One
morning he left his apartment up town to go to his
office on the street and his premonition was so strong
ly upon him that he made Up his mind the thing he
most feared was due to happen that very day To
day is the appointed hour he muttered to himself
as he left his home No matter by what means I
seek my office the sign will fall He went so far
that morning as to make his will in which he left
his debts to the Metropolitan Museum of Art and
whatever was left to his roommate Wiggins and
then he set out

And no sign fell upon him all the way down In
terrupted the Bibliomaniac I know the kind of story
youre going to tell

No you dont said the Idiot It is true that no
sign fell from the beginning to the end of his walk
but what did happen was that while keeping his eye
peeled for loose signs he overlooked a great yawning
coal hole beneath his feet The result was that Swal
lerbox fell through the into a bin below the
sidewalk Just in time to a couple of tons of

in the small of his back It took one hour
for him to get out for in spite of Us yells for help
nobody was aware of his presence until the
Janitor came to see if the bins were full Meanwhile
Swallerbox bad had about eight more tons of granu-
lated anthracite poured over him slid when discov-
ered was the living picture of a badly used up stoker-
of African descent I dont believe he has got the
coal dust out of his system yet So you see Mr Peda

that presentiment while the thins itself
may never come true for what it Involves along other
lines is one of the most dangerous in existence

And was Swallerbox ever cured of his nervous
apprehension asked Mr Pedagcg

No said the Idiot But hes got it under con
trol Finding himself unable to get rid of if he de-

termined to make the best of it and now It has become
one of the great pleasures of his Ufe He goes about
seeking signs to fall an him When he heard that the
windiest corner in New York was down by the Flat
iron building he deliberately went down there and
stood until he saw there were no signs on the block-
to blow on him Then disappointed he went across
to the other side of Broadway or Fifth avenue and
whenever a sign really was blown off a building he
would try to get under It but without success The
nearest be came to being ait was w1su

chute
pea coal which was In ot delivery as he dis-

appeared
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his eyes When bitter feaHna arises between two
atives marriage it Is the one stands
them the one who to bow ay the tenderest ties t

has the real suffering to bear who Is
and tortured until life holds nothing worth the having
Orville Palmer was the one who stood between Ha
had built his own cross and he took it up and boa
it without a word

Emarine hurried through the early winter dark
til sue came to the small and poor house where
husbands mother lived It was oil the ma in traveled
street i

There was a dim light in the kitchen the
had not been Emarine paused and
The sash was lifted six inches for the night wsie
warm and the sound of voices came to her at
Mrs Palmer had company

Its Miss Presty said Emarine resentfully i

her breath Old gossip
to have a tine dinner I hear Miss Free-

ly was saying Turkey with oyster dresain an
cranberries an mince an punkm pie an reel
pnddin with brandy poured over it an set afire
wine dip an nuts and raisins an wine itself to wind-
up on Emarines a fine cook She knows how
up a dinner that makes your mouth water to thivk
about You goin to have a spread Mis ParNot much of a one said Orville mother I ex-
pected to but I cudnt git them fall potatoes solid
Ill have to keep em till spring to git any kins ef
price I dont care much about Christmas thong
Her chin was trembling but she lifted it high ntfe-
siily for anybody but children to build ao much OR
Christmas

Emarine opened the door and walked In Mrs Vaik
mer arose slowly grasping the back of her hair i

Orvilles dead she said solemnly
Kmarine laughed but there was the teaderaeM st

near tears in her voice
Oh my no she said sitting down I ran eve

to ask you to come to Christmas dinner I toaatsje
busy all day to come sooner Im gall to ha
great dinner an Ive cooked evry thin of ft
myself I want to show you what trine Chnstmaa
dinner your daughterinlaw can get np Dinners at
2 an I want you to come at 11 Will

Mrs Palmer had sat down weakly Trembling was
not the word to describe the feeling that had taken
possession of her She was shivering She weaned te
fall down on her knees and pat her anpa arovnd her
sons wife and sob out all her loneliness and heart-
ache But life is a stage and Miss Freely was am
audience not to be ignored Parser said

Well Ill be reel glad to come Bmarine Its oftal
kind o you to think of t It ud a ben lauesmai
tin here all by myself I expect

Eniarine stood up Her heart was like a thtetle
down Her eyes were shining

AH right she said an I want that you ahfaTd
come Just at 11 I must ran right bade now flta
night

Well I declarer said Miss Preafcr Thatgas prettier evry day o her Ufa Why she jsjsl
looked full o glame tonight

Orville was not at home when his mother arrfrwa
in her rusty best dress and shawl Mrs Endey aa r
her coming She gasped out

Why good grieve Heres Mis Partner Knaris
Yes I know said Bmarme calmly leather

dinner v
She opened the door and shook hands with hex

giving her mother a look of
that almost upset that ladys tty

You set right down Mother Parmer an let
take your things Orville dont know youre oamteV
an I Just want to see his face whoa be domes

a new black shawl for Ckrfstmaa I gat
mother one Just like tt See what flrlsMi-
Cit got Oh my go to eryin oasa-
OftrtMe

When nor
tered hte eyes fell instantly on his

sliawL She the
rockinr caan with the back

Mother be cried Then he gave a frightnajd
tortured glance at his wife Emarine smiled at amv
but it was through tears

Bmartne sat me Orville she ant me to dinasr r
herself An she give me this shawl Im cryliir

not her to dinner said Emarine she aint
ever gain back again Shes goin to stay I expect
weve both had enough of a lesson to do us

Orville did not speak He fell on his knees laid
his heM like a boy In his mothers lap and
one strong but trembling arm up to his wifes waist
drawing her down to him

Mrs got up and went to rattling thtamy
around on the table vigorously

Well I never see such a pack o loonatiehaT alp
exclaimed Go an burn an your Christmas dinner
tt I dont look after it Turncoats I expect t
tooth be fallin over theirselves to knuckle down Jb
each other from now on I never see

But there was something in her eyes too that made
them beautiful
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within three feet of him one day last March Ha
butted it with his head as It came down but he cttdaf
consider that that counts as a fulfllhnect kecaaae it
was he and not the sign that did the business Tartar
he has taken up signchasing Just aa a many
people go in for golf or fox hunting Whenever he
a holiday he starts out early in the morning hmklasj
for one to fall on him

He must be craay ejaculated Mr Brief
No be enjoys the sport of it just aa Sib hero

enjoys the chase for a rare fret edition of the Mprf
York city directory or some other choice bit a
rary property said the Idiot x

But there is no physical danger in book hoxttac
alleged the Bibliomaniac I be a fool to

my head for the sake of my fad
Swallerbox has arranged all that MM the Idiot

He to prepared for any emergency In the flrtffc
place he has practised being hit by a eia i in his
He has a huge board suspended from the wiling by Sv
length of clothes line By touching a spring the fcoard
i made to tail and by long practice Swallerbox haa
got so that he can catch it on his shoulders on
back of his neck or on the crown of his head without
hurting himself a bit You see he has made a fame
of it and has become not only an expert but A real
enthusiast on the subject

f Bosh said the Lawyer Some day when a real
sign falls on him all his science wont save his cir
nium One good crack will give him his
ever expert he may be

Nope youre wrong said the Idiot For he
reedy for it Whenever he goes out he

football headguard so you see
We see what yen are coming to Mr Bedafej

laughed the doctor if you follow the
method

I should not choose It I must say smiled tit
schoolmaster if there were an alternative

There is said the doctor A little less pumpklv
and a little more pepsin will cure you of any

you may have These numerous
alone and terrible dreams are the result of bad
tion You dont need to go sign chasing but to taken
better care of your stomach

There was a pause for a moment and the Idiot
rose to leave

Say doctor he said as he reached the door I
wish youd give me one of those pepsin prescriptions
for nervous presentiment I have a one
my own this morning and I It cured

Well I dont know whether one of your hallucina-
tions will respond to normal treatment said the doc
tor What is your jwesentiment

That on the first of the month FH find my letter
box full of bills said the Idiot It keeps me awake
nights V

That replied the doctor Is beyond the reach
of pepsin Ive tried it myself and I know There is
but one remedy for that Mr Idiot

What Is that asked the latter
The gold cure said the doctor And even that

to not permanent
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